Picnic, tour to celebrate Guilford’s new American Chestnut 
orchard and an $8,500 donation from Northeast Utilities

On Friday, July 18, the American Chestnut Foundation (TACF), the Guilford Conservation Commission and Northeast Utilities are celebrating the community’s involvement in the establishment of a new Chestnut grove in Guilford, Conn., with a picnic lunch and a tour of the new orchard.  
To help mark the occasion, Northeast Utilities will present the Foundation with a donation of $8,500 to support the restoration of the American Chestnut tree.

The event will begin at noon and is open to the public.
This is the second year that Northeast Utilities has made a donation to TACF to encourage its shareholders to receive the company’s annual meeting materials online.  For every shareholder who goes paperless, the company is again donating $5 representing the resulting savings in annual printing and mailing costs.  
“We are very pleased that after donating $8,300 in 2007, another $8,500 has been raised by the efforts of nearly 3,400 Northeast Utilities shareholders helping to reduce our paper use,” said Northeast Utilities’ Vice President of Investor Relations, Jeffrey R. Kotkin.  

Like the previous year’s donation, the money will help TACF’s Connecticut chapter maintain their five current orchards and establish new orchards throughout the state.
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The Guilford orchard is located in Nut Plains Park on Nut Plains Road in Guilford.  It is reached on foot along an unpaved road a quarter of a mile from the park’s parking lot.  For more information, please contact Leila Pinchot, TACF New England Regional Science Coordinator, at (203) 598-5808, Leila@acf.org.
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     Cecile O’Meara counting chestnut seedlings     
   Chestnut seedling in tube at Guilford chestnut orchard

      at the Guilford chestnut orchard in June
